
   

 

 

 

2018 SPRING-SUMMER NEWSLETTER  
 

 
 

President’s Column  
 

After several years as the President of Friends of Niños Adelante, we have a new President. Tom 
Lindblom has stepped up to the challenge. Tom is the son of long time sponsors and supporters, Leif & 
Lois Lindblom. He is a very capable guy and we are lucky to have him as our President. As I move to the 
Past President position on the Board, I would like to thank the current and past Board members for all 
of their support and contributions. A special thanks to Bob Albright that manages to keep all of us 
informed and up to date on all that is going on in the organization. Bob manages to do the lion share of 
the work and we all appreciate his efforts and contributions. 
 
We have accomplished many things in the past several years…mainly helping many kids get a good 
education. We have expanded our major college scholarships to include several more kids than ever 
before. These are kids that go on to a major institution outside of our normal geographical area and 
schools. Thanks to all of our contributors to our special scholarships that enable these kids to go on to 
these major schools. 
 
Our volunteer English Classes are running 3 days a week for 6 weeks now in January, February and into 
March. Our volunteer English teachers donate their time and talent to work with over 50 kids in these 
classes. If you have never attended a class at the old church in downtown Zihua, I highly encourage you 
to do so. You will see why these teachers volunteer so much of their time to working with these kids. 
 
This year marked our 40th anniversary. Yes, believe it or not, we have been doing this now for over 40 
years. We are now seeing some second generation students coming into the program. It is inspiring to 
see how many of our kids are in prominent jobs around the area. Many more than you might think. I 
constantly have folks come up to me (when I am wearing a Niños Adelante shirt) and tell me they are 
graduates of our program and what it has meant to them. It is just awesome to see and hear from 
these folks. 
 
I thank each and every one of you for all your contributions and support over the past years. Keep it up 
and let’s all support Tom in his new role as President. 
 
Thanks for all you do for the Niños! 
Past President, 
Steve 
 

Save the Dates 
 

January Sponsor-Student Breakfast – Sunday, January 13, 2019 
February Sponsor-Student Breakfast – Sunday, February 10, 2019 

2019 Benefit Dinner – Thursday, February 14, 2019 



Friends of Niños Adelante Board elects new President and new Secretary 
 
Actions at the February 11th annual board meeting included the election of Tom Lindblom to the 
position of President replacing retiring Steve Leighton and the election of Margaret Diglio to the 
position of Secretary. 
 
Tom and his wife Karen are no strangers to Niños, having been sponsors since 2015 and being very 
familiar with the organization through Tom’s parents, long time sponsors, Leif and Lois Lindblom.  Tom 
and Karen live in Yorba Linda California. 
 
Margaret and her husband Vinny, sponsors since 2012 and residents of Madison Connecticut have 
become increasingly involved in our sponsor taught English classes. Margaret is the current 
chairperson of that effort. 
 
A word of gratitude and thanks to Steve Leighton for his guidance, his initiative and his input 
throughout his term of service as President of Friends of Niños Adelante.  Without Steve this 
organization would not be what it is today.  Thank you Steve, from past and present Board members 
and all of the Niños family.  
 
Also, a thank you to Tim Ellis and Bob Neal our retiring Board members. Their guidance and 
contributions to the operation of this organization over their years of service have been invaluable.   
 

February Sponsor-Student Breakfast 

The attendance of the February Sponsor-Student Breakfast was approximately 230.  This year's 
entertainment at the February event was home grown.  Last year we started a new practice during the 
February Sponsor Breakfast of having students share with the group what their experiences with Niños 
Adelante mean to them.  The English class students in chorus sang several songs in English and then 
individual class members provided short inspirational speeches to share with the group delivered both 
in English and Spanish.   
 
 



Pictured here are several of this year’s speakers 
Dannia Belen Quiroz - sponsor Millar and Janet 
Drummond, Natalia Naviki Madora - sponsor Jane 
Oderkirk Saunderson, and Ricardo Hernandez - 
sponsor Thomas and Marcia Edison Taylor.  
 
In addition, Mayra Perez (pictured below) - sponsor 
Stan and Emily Karhoff  and Joanna Kristal Sanchez - 
sponsor Bill and Kathy Gates gave speeches. 
 
The text of several of the speeches is included below. 
 
 

Mayra Perez 

Dannia, Natilia and Ricardo 
            
Good morning ladies and gentlemen. What an 
honor it is for me to be here. Today, I’m 
representing all the college students. I just want 
to give special thanks to each and every one of 
you for being a part of this.  Now, you may think 
that you’re “just supporting a kid in Niños 
Adelante” but no! It’s way more than that. You 

guys are changing our lives, by giving us the opportunity to be someone…  In college, it’s so hard to stay 
on track with so many things going on. We’re finally going out into the real world, where we finally 
have to be ADULTS. Can we slow down a little bit? I’m not ready yet! Do I even look like an adult yet?  
The bad news here is, that, life doesn’t care if you’re ready or not. Life is gonna hit you, and you gotta 
be PREPARED. Here’s where a lifetime of education kicks in. Not only what we learn in school, but what 
we learn with our family and with the people we hang out with… I’ve been hanging out with a few 
gringos for the last few years and gosh has my life changed. Really, I want to be like you someday. You 
guys have the kindest hearts… You could be anywhere in the world but your sitting here having 
breakfast with Mexicans! Thanks for all the support and believing in us…  My Mom always says 
everything is “mucho dinero” and it is, sometimes, to us. But it’s not all about the money guys. It’s 
about the incredible support. Truth is, I don’t have sponsors anymore. I have grandparents. The love is 
so real!  I wouldn’t be who I am if it weren’t for Niños Adelante. I speak 3 languages and have a year 
left of college. Honestly, I never thought I’d make it to this point….and I’m still not done.  Lastly, I’d like 
to share the words I live by to the students:  “Know who you are, know what you’re worth and never 
settle for less than you deserve.”  Special thanks to each and every member of Niños Adelante and 
shout out to my grandparents. 

- Mayra Perez 



Hello to everybody here present. My name is Ricardo Hernández García. I’m fifteen years old, I was 
born in Zihuatanejo and I live here too. Now I’m studying the first grade of high school exactly the 
second semester. I entered the Foundation Niños Adelante about a year and a half ago. So I had the 
opportunity to enter the English class with Miss Ana and Miss Estela, two wonderful people. I want to 
say thank to those two people because, thanks to them I can speak a little more English.  I began to 
study English exactly one year and a half ago. This is amazing for me and other people tell me how I 
learn to speak a little English in a short time. Good I have to tell you that thanks to English I met great 
people and they are here, Vincent, Margaret, Emily, Stan, Alan, Mary, Shelagh, Ross and Tim and also I 
have to say thank you so much to them because for them I lost the fear of speaking English. I want to 
learn to speak very well and I have a dream I would like enter to work in the Navy when I leave High 
School. I have to say thank you especially to Mr. José because of him I entered the Foundation and for 
this I have opportunities that I never imagine would have, how to learn English and because without 
him we wouldn’t be here. So I say thank you to all people who are here because without all of you the 
foundation Niños Adelante would not exist. 

- Ricardo Hernández García 
 
 

 
 
Hi.  Good morning to the sponsors and students present. My name is Joanna Krista Sánchez. I am 18 
years old and I am studying third year of high school.  I have been at the foundation for 5 years where, 
thanks to God and Don José, I met 2 wonderful people who are my godparents Bill and Kathy thanks to 
them who gave me their support when we needed it the most, because at that time my father did not 
have a stable job. I remember that I could not pay for a book I needed in high school but thanks to my 
first scholarship I was able to pay for the book. I remember that my family and I were very happy for 
the great support they gave me and now I am very happy to be here. Thanks to them I have the 
opportunity to continue studying and to be able to learn English because when I met them I could not 
communicate with them. Now I feel very happy to be able to communicate with them and tell them 
how much I love them and how lucky I am to have them in my life.  I thank all the teachers who share 
their time with us in conversation classes for patience, love, knowledge and for making classes a 
pleasant moment. Thank you very much. I want to especially thank Don José for the great work he does. 
I know it is not easy but he does the best he can. Thank you for making all this possible. 

- Joanna Krista Sánchez 
 
 
 



The 2018 Benefit Dinner 
 
Thursday evening February 15 was a delightful evening.  The weather, gorgeous (it usually is in Ixtapa 
during this time of year), the Pacifica Club Ixtapa venue, perfect and the meal, wonderful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sixty-two guests were treated to all 
of the above plus refreshments 
around the pool and very soothing 
background music provided by local 
artists. It is safe to say all had a 
memorable time.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This event is one of our two 
major fundraising efforts 
each year.  At this event we 
raised $4,000 to help fund 
the expenses associated with 
the Niños Zihua office such as 
rent, internet connection, 
computers for use by the 
students, banking, accounting 
services and administrative 
services.  Other expenses 
include the year end student 
fiesta, eye glasses, and 
limited dental work for the 
students. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Amazon Smile Benefits Friends of Niños 
 

By using the Amazon Smile program you 
can benefit Friends of Niños Adelante and it 
doesn’t cost you anything.  Signup is at 
https://smile.amazon.com/  and you only 
need to select Friends of Niños Adelante 
one time and then (important) place future 
orders from the smile.amazon.com page.  
This then automatically generates a 
contribution for every purchase.  Please 
pass this on to all of your contacts and let’s 

see if we can build another source of income for our Friends of Niños organization.  Thanks to all for 
helping us out and from the kids! 
 

English Class Update 
By Vinny Diglio 

 
We, the newcomers, are very proud to add our names to the originators of the English Classes (Ty & 
Delia Bujold, Leif Lindblom, Shelagh & Ross Yarnell and Tim Ellis).  
 

 
The English Classes ran for 5 weeks in January and February 2018. The classes were divided into 
Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced. The classes were held every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 3 PM to 5 PM at the church near Plaza Quito.  
 
We had approximately 50 – 60 students every session. These students attended their regular school 
classes from 8 AM to 1 or 2 PM and then made their way to English Classes at the church. Their 
dedication and attendance were an inspiration to all of us. 
 
The students sang two songs in English at the Niños Adelante Breakfast. Several of our students were 
comfortable enough to speak in English about what the organization meant to them and their families. 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/


 
The classes culminated with 
a “fiesta”. Through the 
generosity of sponsors, we 
purchased gifts and food 
for the students. We 
conducted a lottery where 
each student selected a 
gift.  
 
Thank you to this year’s 
staff of teachers: Shelagh & 
Ross Yarnell, Tim Ellis, Emily 
& Stan Karhoff, Mary 
McGlinn, Alan Axelrod, 
Diana Boom, Annette 
Jones, Margaret & Vinny 
Diglio. 
 

 

 
 
Anyone who is interested in helping next year can email Margaret Diglio at  
(margaretdiglio@comcast.net). 
 
 
 

mailto:margaretdiglio@comcast.net)


Nelson Abarca - Update 
 
Nelson Abarca was the 2013 recipient of the 
Irene Sheahen Scholarship. He is now completing 
his final year of study for a degree in Automotive 
Engineering at Benemerita Universidad 
Autonoma de Puebla, a university ranking in the 
top 10 in Mexico. His sponsors are Bill and 
Mabeth Sanderson.  Nelson recently sent the 
following letter to the Friends of Niños Adelante 
Foundation… 
 
Dear Friends of Niños Adelante Foundation 
 
´´Let's give thanks to the men and women who make us happy, they are the lovely gardeners who make 
our spirits flourish´´ - Will Rogers 
 
This is Nelson Abarca, I was born in Zihuatanejo in 1994. Since I was a little boy I liked to build things 
and mathematics were never a problem so when I had the chance I decided to study Engineering. 
 
Study at the University is hard and expensive in everywhere, I chose to study my career in Puebla city 
which isn’t the exception about the cost but Niños Adelante Foundation give me the opportunity to 
keep on with my dream, that is one of the reasons I’m deeply grateful.  
 
I would like to thank you for the invaluable support you provided to me during my recent career search. 
 
I have been studying in Puebla city by 5 years, the things that I have seen and the experiences that I 
have lived, I would not have made it possible without the help that you have given me all these years.  
 
When I began this search, I had very little idea how to go about it, or especially what to study in a 
University means. The experience that I have acquired has been very enriching, meeting a lot of people 
like friends who have become family, or professionals who have taught me many things about science, 
school, and industry. Not only the things you learn in a classroom but the people and places you meet, 
that is the real means of study a University. 
 
The future is uncertain so I don´t know what is going to be with me but if I have the chance I would like 
to support a children in the future just like you did with me. 
 
Thank you for showing me that there are people like you in this world.  
 
Again, thank you so very much. I greatly appreciate your generosity. 
 
God bless you, 
Best Regards, Nelson Abarca 
 



Andrea Valdovinos Osorio - Award 
 
Niños Adelante student Andrea Valdovinos 
Osorio (pictured to the right) shows off her 
20,000 peso award for her winning project 
entry in the Entrepreneur’s Fair sponsored by 
SEJUVE NETWORKING. Quite an 
accomplishment!  Andrea has been a Niños 
Adelante member for the past six years and is 
currently attending UT Petatlan, where she is 
studying for a technical degree in Food 
Processes. Tom and Kathy Tilbury are her 
proud Niños sponsors. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Hannia Llamas – Update 

 
There's a new kid in town -- in Niños Adelante, that is! Born as a twin in July of 2001 three months 
earlier than expected, Hannia Campos Llamas weighed a mere 1 kilo (2.2 lbs.). Her twin brother Hugo 
was born blind and was just a slight bit bigger.   
 
Like many Niños kids, Hannia lives in a humble 2-parent, 3-generation home in Bueno Vista with her 
dad Lorenzo, mom Erika, brother Hugo, younger sister Ylianet, and her grandmother and grandfather.  
Music is a part of their lives as Hugo plays guitar, keyboard, and accordion. (P.S. His accordion is worn 
out; does anyone know where he can get a new one?) He even made a wonderfully surprising visit to 
the volunteer English class to entertain about 50 students with a familiar song they could sing along to.  
 
Hannia's father supports his family planting and harvesting coconuts and papaya. After her 5:20 a.m. 
daily wake-up call, Hannia takes a 45-minute bus ride to Prepa 13 in Zihua where she is in her 2nd year 
and maintains a 9.79 grade average.  
 
Besides her regular school hours, she spends time honing her English skills with Miss Stella and Miss 
Ana three times a week. When she was introduced to her new sponsors Jay & Doris Schroeder of 
Ottawa, Ohio, she said she was "happy and excited and nervous." Her shy smile is contagious and there 
was an instant connection between them.  
 
Determination shows in her eyes as she talks about her dream of becoming a doctor. She knows she 
will need 5 - 10 years spent at university to become an oncologist or a gynecologist. Her goals are set 
and her future seems so bright. 
 
We wish her the BEST! 



Cinthia Sanchez Leyva – Update 
 
Hello, my name is Cinthia Sanchez Leyva, I am 13 years 
old, I live in Zihuatanejo Guerrero in the IMA 
neighborhood and I am studying my second year of 
secondary school at the Carolina Coronado School.  In 
school I have an academic performance of 9.8, and at 
least for now I have the first place in my classroom and 
in the school of the second year students.  With very 
good grades I hope to continue improving more and 
more and becoming a very successful professional 
person. That is at least, one of my dreams. 
 
My dad works as a maintenance employee, my mom is a 
housewife, my sisters are studying at the university, and 
therefore there are many expenses in the house.  The 
payment of my dad's work is very irregular so the 
economic situation in my house it is getting harder and 
harder. 
 
My family is made up of my father Baltazar Sanchez Chávez, my mother Norma Leyva Ramírez, my 
older sister Alma Iris Sanchez Leyva, my middle sister Esbeyda Yiseth Sanchez Leyva and me, the 
youngest of all my sisters.   
 
Cinthia’s sponsor is Ellen deMan. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Website 
www.friendsofninosadelante.org 

 
Questions/Comments 

tom@tomlindblom.com 
 

http://www.friendsofninosadelante.org/
mailto:tom@tomlindblom.com

